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Today’s Agenda

1. Introduction
2. Presentation of: 

� Need for Rutherford Road 
Improvements
GO Rail Crossing: Opportunities & 
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� GO Rail Crossing: Opportunities & 
Constraints

3. Discussion:
� Community Issues
� Design Options & Considerations

4. Next Steps



IntroductionIntroduction



We are following the Municipal 
Class EA Process (Schedule ‘C’)

4



Need for 
Rutherford Road Rutherford Road 
Improvements



Study Area
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Preferred Solution: Jane to Yonge

West 
Rutherford:
Jane to GO 
Rail Crossing

East 

Base Case + 
Widen for HOV / 

Transit

Base Case + 

7

East 
Rutherford: 
East of GO Rail 
to Bathurst

Carrville Road: 
Bathurst to 
Yonge

Base Case + 
Widen for HOV / 

Transit

Base Case



Rutherford Road across GO Rail tracksRutherford Road across GO Rail tracks
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Rutherford Road across GO Rail tracksRutherford Road across GO Rail tracks
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Rutherford Road across GO Rail tracksRutherford Road across GO Rail tracks
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Existing Issues

� Congestion & delay at 
Barrhill and access to/from 
GO station

� Delay and queuing when 
gates are down for traingates are down for train

� Traffic infiltration on 
Barrhill

� Safety concerns
� Noise concerns
� No sidewalk on north side
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Community Issues

� What issues are you experiencing 
relative to the crossing of the GO Rail 
tracks when travelling along Rutherford 
Road?Road?

� What community considerations should 
be factored into the decision-making?
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Planned GO Rail Service Expansion

� Currently 5 trains during morning and 
afternoon rush hours (peak direction)

� All-day train service planned within 10 
yearsyears
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Opportunities

� Accommodate pedestrians and cyclists
� Improve traffic operations on Rutherford 
� Improve access to GO Station
� Encourage transit and carpooling
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No Easy Answer: 
Constraints & Challenges

Natural Environment
� Aquifer near ground surface
� Surface water & Stormwater
� Water flows into West Don 

River
Social Environment 

Transportation Service
� Traffic & transit operations 

and safety
� Accommodate pedestrians 

and cyclists
Infrastructure DesignSocial Environment 

� Aesthetics of design
� Noise levels
� Accessibility / Connectivity

Infrastructure Design
� Utilities
� Disruption during construction
� Constructability issues
Cost
� Initial Cost
� Operations and Maintenance 

Cost
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The question is

� With increasing transportation demand 
on Rutherford, including transit, 
pedestrians and cyclists, AND

� With increasing train frequency and all-� With increasing train frequency and all-
day GO Rail service

� How to balance operations and safety 
with impacts and cost?
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What are the Design Options?

1. Maintain level or at-grade crossing with 
6-lanes on Rutherford Road

2. Road over Rail
3. Road under Rail3. Road under Rail
4. Hybrid Road over Lowered Rail
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Options 2, 3 and 4 would impact Rutherford Road from Barrhill Rd/ 
Westburne Dr to Peter Rupert Ave/ Confederation Pkwy.



1. At-Grade Crossing with 6 Lanes on 
Rutherford
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2. Overpass: Road Over Rail

20

Bayview Avenue south of Highway 407Bayview Avenue south of Highway 407 BantryBantry Avenue east of Yonge StreetAvenue east of Yonge Street



2. Overpass: Road Over Rail
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3. Underpass: Road Under Rail
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Steeles Avenue west of Leslie StreetSteeles Avenue west of Leslie Street Major Mackenzie Drive east of Keele StreetMajor Mackenzie Drive east of Keele Street



3. Underpass: Road Under Rail
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4. Hybrid: Rail Lowered by 2 Metres
(Road Goes Over)

Zone of Construction 
Impacts:

� Impact to Rail for 
approximately 1.7 km 
north of Rutherford 
Road
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Road

� Impact to Rail for 
approximately 800 
metres south of 
Rutherford Road



4. Hybrid: Rail Raised by 2 Metres
(Road Goes Under)

Zone of Construction 
Impacts:

� Impact to Rail for 
approximately 500 
metres north of 
Rutherford Road
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Rutherford Road

� Impact to Rail for 
approximately 2 km 
south of Rutherford 
Road



Design Options & Considerations

� What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of at-grade, overpass or 
underpass options?

� Are there other design options that � Are there other design options that 
could be considered?

� Are there other issues we need to 
consider?
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WORKSHOP WORKSHOP 
STATIONS



NEXT STEPSNEXT STEPS



Next Steps

1. Summarize comments and input obtained from 
this meeting to assist in evaluating this Key 
Design Consideration

2. Assess and compare Alternative Design 
Concepts for entire corridor from Jane to Yonge
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Concepts for entire corridor from Jane to Yonge
3. At PCC #3, present and ask for public input on 

the evaluation of Key Design Considerations and 
Alternative Design Concepts, to reach a 
Preferred Design Concept for the corridor

Next Steps



� Fill out a General Comment Form
� Sign-up for the mailing list
� Visit the study website: 
www.york.ca/RutherfordCarrvilleEA.ca
� Contact us
� Attend and participate in PCC #3

Lloyd Fernandes, P.Eng. 
Project Manager
The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
Phone: 1 877 464-9675 ext. 5941
Fax: 905 836-4590
Email: lloyd.fernandes@york.ca

Contact Information
How to Get 

Involved

Please provide comments by 
December 14, 2011, in order for the project 
team to move forward with this study.

Email: lloyd.fernandes@york.ca

Tyrone Gan, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager
HDR | iTRANS
100 York Boulevard, Suite 300
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1J8
Phone: 905 695-5220 ext. 5235
Fax: 905 882-1557
Email: RutherfordCarrvilleEA@hdrinc.com
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